
 
 
 

 

Work and Development Permit 
FAQs for Clients 
 
 

What is a Work and Development Permit? 

A Work and Development Permit (WDP) is a new option to help eligible people to address their infringement 

fines. A WDP allows a person to ‘work-off’ their fine debt by participating in certain activities.  

To undertake a WDP, an eligible person must be engaged with a sponsor. A sponsor is an organisation or a 

health practitioner accredited by Fines Victoria to participate in the WDP scheme. 

Am I eligible for a WDP? 

You are eligible for a WDP if you: 

 have a mental or intellectual disability, disorder or illness 

 have an addiction to drugs, alcohol or a volatile substance 

 are experiencing homelessness 

 are a victim of family violence or 

 are experiencing acute financial hardship. 

If you want to undertake a WDP, your sponsor will help you to check if you are eligible. 

What types of activities can I do as part of a WDP? 

Activities that you can undertake as part of a WDP include: 

 unpaid work 

 treatment given by a doctor, nurse or psychologist 

 courses – including educational, vocational or life skills courses 

 counselling, including financial counselling  

 drug or alcohol counselling 

 mentoring (if you are under 25 years of age). 

If you undertake a WDP, your sponsor will help you choose the activities that are best suited to you. 

What fines can I work-off with a WDP? 

With WDP, you can work-off outstanding infringement fines. However, you can’t work-off an infringement fine if 

a sheriff’s officer or a police officer has served you with a seven day notice and the seven day notice period has 

expired or if you have been arrested or your property has been seized in relation to the fine. You can’t work-off 

a court fine with a WDP. 

Your sponsor can help you to understand which fines you can work-off with a WDP. 
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 How will my fine debt be reduced? 

When you undertake a WDP, your fine debt is reduced as you participate in activities.  

Each type of activity has a work-off rate. The work-off rates determine the amount that your fine debt is 

reduced, based on the activities that you undertake. 

The work-off rates are expressed by reference to penalty units. The value of a penalty unit is updated on 1 July 

each year. 

From 1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018, the value of a penalty unit is $158.57. 

When you undertake a WDP, your sponsor can help you to keep track of your outstanding fine balance and the 

amount that you have worked-off. 

Activity Work-off rate 

Unpaid work 

Hourly rate 

0.3 penalty units per 

hour 

($47.51 per hour) 

Courses, including educational, vocational or life skills courses 

Financial or other types of counselling (excluding drug and alcohol 

counselling) 

Participation in a mentoring program (for an eligible person under the age of 

25 years) 

Treatment given by an accredited health practitioner 
Monthly rate 

6.6 penalty units per 

month 

($1046.56 per month) 
Drug and alcohol counselling 

Who can apply for a WDP for me? 

If you would like to undertake a WDP, a sponsor must apply to Fines Victoria on your behalf. A sponsor is an 

organisation or a health practitioner accredited by Fines Victoria to participate in the WDP scheme.  

Your sponsor will work with you to check that you are eligible for a WDP, to get information about your fines, 

and to choose the activities that you will do as part of your WDP. 

What should I do if I think I am eligible for a WDP? 

If you are engaged with an organisation or a health practitioner that is already a WDP sponsor, talk to them 

about your interest in undertaking a WDP. 

If you are engaged with an organisation or a health practitioner that is not yet a WDP sponsor, they can contact 

Fines Victoria to find out about becoming a sponsor. 

Alternatively, you can contact the WDP team. They may be able to assist you to find a WDP sponsor. 
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 What happens if my application is approved? 

If your sponsor applies for a WDP on your behalf, and the application is approved, Fines Victoria will issue you 

a WDP. You can then start working off your fines by participating in activities. While you are participating in the 

WDP scheme, enforcement action is suspended for the fines that are included in your WDP. This gives you an 

opportunity to deal with your fine debt.  

Where can I get more information? 

For more information, contact the WDP Team: 

 

  Phone 

1300 323 483 

Opening hours: 9.00am - 5.00pm  

Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 

 

  Online 

WDP@justice.vic.gov.au 

 

 

mailto:WDP@justice.vic.gov.au

